Exstrophy, epispadias, and cloacal and urogenital sinus abnormalities.
The congenital defects in the pelvis and perineal area, which are derived from defective development of the cloacal membrane, the urorectal septum, the mesonephric and paramesonephric (müllerian) ducts and the urogenital sinus, have been described. These may be life threatening, are often complex, and are certainly devastating to the parents. With knowledge of their embryologic origin, of their anatomy in detail, and the effect on function and drainage, treatment can be planned so that a good quality of life usually can be expected. Improved reconstructive programs and techniques can usually achieve near-normal appearance and function, with the expectation of good social adjustment.